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THIS week sees the release
- of an outstanding new com-
puter — the MicroBee PC85.
This Australian-designed and
built machine sets a whole new
standard in value for money. It in-

* cludes many features, which cost

sive price,
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AMSTRAD
DOES IT AGAIN

The COMPLETE system includes
® CP/M plus

@ Locoscript

® Mallard Basic ® DR Logo
® GSX Graphics ® 256K RAM
@ NLQ Printer ® 90x32 Screen

® RAM Drive ® Disk Drive

All this — for under 51500
See the experts

VICWEST

Innaloo Shopping Centre
445 2152
Credit Cards and Mail Order Welcome

hundreds of dollars on other com-

puters, at a
very inexpen-

Cassette- based unit

Bee. telecommunica-
tions. spreadsheet,
graphics, Viatel and a
calculator. All this in
32K of RAR (and hund-
reds in ROM). ;

extra $100,
choice of
green screen.’

[ David Crossley with the value-for-money PC85.

And it costs an unbe-
lievable $499. For an
there's a
amber or

David Crossley. of Mi-

va %LUe for

croBee, says® “This is
the ideal system for the
small businessman who
is prepared to run a
small business off a cas-
sette-driven system.

“Cassette-based com-
puters are not totally
unusable for business.
It only becomes difficult
when you have to-load
the large business
programs from the
tape.

In memory

“The MicroBee has so
much ROM. the
programs are kept in
memory all the time. So
there is no need to load
it from tape. It is even
faster than disc.

“The only time the
cassette drive. which
can be any standard
home cassette recorder.
needs to be used is
when saving data from
a file. Even this does
not take long with the

Bunbury computer shop

caters for many brands

THE spread of
computers is such
that there is a
growing need for
country users to
have their own lo-
cally-based service.

This was brought
home to me last week-
end when I travelled
down to Bunbury for
the annual expo.

One of WA's leading
computer business
houses recently set up
shop down there and
put on a computer show
within the expo,

Heading up the oper-
ation are Bruce
Thomas and his wite,
Melba. and Wally Wes-
ley. who designed and
built the Sting fast-
loading hardware modi-
fication for the Commo-
dore 64

Their computer store

is called Computer
Arcade and because
they - carry so many

brands, they were able
to put on a really good

computer show within
the expo.
Offering the only

home computer store in
Bunbury. they are ca-
tering for a wide num-
ber of brands. These in-
clude Commodore. Am-
strad. the Sony and
Mitsubishi MSX com-
puters. They also plan
Lo stock MicroBee.
Computer Arcade also
stocks a wide range of
software for all the
brands in the shop.
Plans are to set up a
public domain library of
software by converting
all  Commodore and
Amstrad public domain
software to MSX. The
company also has a

* range of computer fur-
niture. This makes it
probably one of the
most comprehensive
computer stores in WA

The main point is
that Bunbury and the
surrounding area now
has its’ own computer
store, staffed by enthu-
siasts who know their
machines, - something
often lacking in Perth
computer shops.

People of the calibre
of this trio setting up
shops in the country is
the perfect answer.

Computer Arcade is

located at Unit 8 in the

Sandridge

Shopping Centre (09

5688)

Security system
for computers

COMPUTERS have become the la
'es — especially

information  transfer
rate of the tape,

“The MicroBee PC85
has a built-in battery
back-up which means
when the machine: is
turned off, the informa-
tion is not lost.

“You can see with
these features a cas-
sette tape-based system
is practical and exceed-
ingly cheap.”

Though Crossley
gues that the
can be run off a casset-
te. MicroBee also provi-
des a disc drive system
for an extra $500. And
anyone who wants to
run the system seri-
ously for” business
should have this.

Serious

With the cassette
Storage system for data.
this new MicroBee must
be classified as a serious
enthusiast’s
with disc drive a S
ous small business per-
sonal computer.

WordBee is the Mi-
croBee word processor.
which is very similar to
Word Star but easier to
operdate. Many ‘“help”
functions displayed on
the screen allow use of
the word processoft
without reading the in-
struction manual.

5000 words

WordBee gives 32K of
RAM to type in. which
translates  to around
5000 words. It allows
users to format theébut-
put and has complete
search-and-replace
techniques. The help
functions can be fur-
ther accessed to provide
more information on
certain aspects of the
WordBee.

The Database is rela-
tively simple in design
and simple to use. It is
very powerful and per-
255 records to be
set up. There are no
help screens in the pro-
gram, but it is still fairly
straightforward to fol-
low.

As with the word pro-
cessor, the computer

gives 32K for informa-
tion storage. The tel-
com section sets up tele-
communications for
modems, printers and
the like.

‘The spreadsheet. cal-
led BusyCalc. is one
program which defi-
nitely requires study of
the manual. It is very
similar to Multiplan.

In fact. if you under-
stand Multiplan, the
transfer time to BusyC-
alc will be minimal.

BusyCalc is the same
as other spreadsheets,
but far more powerful
than most

The Graphic section
allows creation of line
or histogram graphs
that can be saved or
dumped to a printer.
Once data to
graphed has been en-
tered. you can then dis-
play text on the graph

Recall

The MicroBee Viatel
is the standard Viatel
interface. except with
the added feature of
being able to save
screens for later recall.
By capturing pages
quickly off Viatel. you
save money because the
pages can be read later
without paying the con-
nect time to Viatel
which is eight cénts a
minute during the day.

The PC85° system
menu allows ‘users to
adjust the screen posi-
tion and’its colors. set
the clock and alarm.
plus printer specifica-
tions

One final feature of
the PC85is that it has a
built-in user manual on
ROM. This brings in-
formation on com-
mands with a couple of
key strokes.

Overall, the PC85 is
one of the few comput-
ers which offers real
value for money.

It is a real alternative
for the small business-
man who does not wish
to spend too much on a
computer system. It is
cheap. fast and reliable.

What is even better is
that it is Australian-
made. 3
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now Christmas is on the

The Ultimate
3 Computers
IN ONE for
Home and
Small Business =
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CLINDAY TIMEC NECEMBED 1 1008

The Famous
64 Family Pack
& Disk Packages

commaodore
COMPUTER

PLUS
SOFTWARE

$100 Bonus

Compatible
with 10
other brands

In NSW. police report
that computers are dis-
appearing at the rate of
50 amonth, and the WA
police report a similar
rise in computer hard-
ware thefts.

Tandy is one of the
first to rise to the chal-
lenge and has an-
nounced a security
package to protect your
computer system.

The company has de-
veloped a range of 24-
hour protection systems
for homes. offices and
schools. The heart of
the system is Tandy's
24-hour telephone secu-
rity monitoring. oper-
ated from Sydney.

Contact Tandy
more information.

for

DEADLINE

2PM THURSDAY

200 TRADE-IN

$499 plus yo

Commodore 128

$200 for your C64 Trade-in

on the brilliant C128 Commodore
ur C64. RRP $699
LIMITED STOCKS AVAILABLE

AMSTRAD 64 & 128S:

Also the new

PCW256 W’ord Processor
LIMITED STOCKS AVAILABLE

COMPUTER BASE

5
THE FAMILY COMPUTER PEOPLE
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