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l ~t AUSTRALASIAN SOFTWARE 
DEVELOPER"S CONFERENCE 

REPORT 

By: Peter Wat son 

Due to a luck y set of ci .... cumstances, J fOLlnd myself in 
Sydney at the beginning of Febr-uary attending the first 
ALlstral asi an Sof tware Developer-' s Conference, sponsored by Appl e 
Au stralia. I was formal l y representing AUSOM Slnce the club had 
made a contrIbution tm'Jard the cost of a ttencHng (~f>300 plus ·fares 
to Sydne y pI ease ~ ) " Hll s sponsorshi p vJas provl ded for- several 
rc.'8sons . Firstly, so that the c lub coul d be s een to b e a serlDLIS 
presence in the Apple world. Secondl y , to meet wlth 
I epr-esentat l yes from the Llser' 5 groups in other states , and 1 ast l y 
t o keep y ou, the member-s, informed wi th detai 1 s of the 1 atest 
Apple hardware and softt"are releases, as well as detalls of future 
d e velopments b y the c ompan y whose fortunes directly affec t LIS all 
a s Apple users. The reason the cl ub thought a "software 
developer ~ s" conference worth attendin g is because it was beli eved 
t tlat the sessions would be aimed more at. providing technl ca l 
1l1formati on than t he pur e 'Sell 110re App l es' approach taken at 
dealer meeting s , or the dancing girls and disco music of the press 
re l eases (mind yDU ~ t he videotape of t h e Sydney press release of 
t he Macintosh provided 'interest ing' viewing t o say the l east ~) 

Over the ne:<t few months I will be writing several 
artlc l es describing in detail the conference , the attendees, and 
most importantly, t h e information made available . As I have 
r ecordings of the majorit y of the sessions as well as written 
n otes ~ I am c onfident of bei n g abl e to provide fa irly accurate 
i nfor-mation (a t. least ,3S accurate as was gi ven to me, in any 
c a=:ie ~ ) 

In remainder of this article I will talk about some of the 
i t ems which are currently news, i n particular about the hardware 
an d software announcemen ts for the App l e ] [+ and //e machines . 

Before I do that however , 1 mLlst make comment on the 
<'Mac '. The Macintosh (t he name derives fr om a type of apple, t he 
Ma cin t osh apple>~ is the machine that App l e is rely i ng on to keep 
t he company from becoming' just one more h ome computer SLlpplier'. 
Have they s ucceed ed? Apple believes the first 11:'0 days after the 
re lease will tell them, but f or my part, if it is not a success I 
wi ll want. to know why. 

Imagine an Apple Lisa f or half the p~ice, runn i ng 60Y. 
faste~ and transportable to boot . Imagine that l eO of the leadlng 
s o ftware houses are alread y writing soft.ware for the machine 
names l i ke Mi crasof t. (who expect 50'l. of thei r sa l es revenue in 
1984/85 to come from 'Mac' sof tware!), Lotus <of 1- 2-3 fame ) , and 
Software Publishing Cor p (PFS: s eries). Even companies such as 
Infocom (Zork) a nd Sirtech (Wizardry) are busy converting thei r 
games software and for a machine t.hat even Apple is not 
targeting as a 'home computer'. (The theory is that executives 
WIll bring their ' Mac's home from the of fi ce to do some e x tra work 
and will then want some relaxation>. 
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The Apple l ie i s nm-v being bundled with hardware such 
ttla t the effect ive prIce is dropping somewhat - it i s interesting 
to note tha t a 'Business System' (including an extra d rive and 64K 
o f e:<tendf?d memory) is only $3(H) morE.' than a 'Starter- System' . For 
this reason ~ Apple e :< pects most people to buy the ' Business 
System' ~ implying that most n ew Apple owners will ha ve 128K 
available . This means yOLl can e:<pect to see mast new software 
written to t ake a d vantage of t he extra memory if present. 

There are many new add i tions to the Apple II famil y of 
a. c ceSSOrlI?S . The Pr·ofile dri vE' can now be used (under ProDOS), 
g iving 5 Mb of online stor-age . The Duofile drive is a single bo:< 
containlng two Disk II (equivalent) drives with a si ng le cable to 
th e back of the Apple - where at long last there is plug lead i ng 
from the interface card. No more opening the lid t o di sconnect the 
d rives! (The inter·face card still uses the same boot ROMs, but has 
ot hert..,i ee been redesi gned). The cost of a Duof i I e . shaul d be about 
t wo - third s the cost of two s ingle drives, ie. just under a $1 000 . 
Hhi 1 e we're tal k i fig about new dr- i ves , Rana has prOdLtCed a twi n 
360f( dri v e bo:{ contain ing an 8(:186 processor- and 256K of RAM. Thi s 
box allows the Apple t o read and write IBM format disks, and to 
t-un MS - DOS software I 

Other thir-d party hardware in cludes 3 Mb floppies, 40 Mb 
hard disk s (I..,ith tape s treaming back up) , several 6800(1 processor 
boar-ds:"i , and a 1 Mb memory board! Other miscellaneous Apple 
products include the Imagewriter dot "latri x printer, a 4 pen color 
plotter- , the Australian designed Netcomm board for- communi c atlng 
WI th IBM mainframes and a 3 0(1-1200 baud auto-answer, auto- dial 
mode m (currently for thf·~ U_S. market only - an Aust,.-alian version 
is au t t o tender at present). 

ThE' most. exciting piece of news for thE' Apple II ser-les 
is, of cour::;€" , the announcement of the "Mause" . The hardware 
c onsists of an identical mouse to that used on thE' ' Mac' , 
connected to an interface boar-d that plugs into any slot on the 
If's motherboard. The mouse can be used from BASIC as well as from 
machine langauge, and is interr-upt driven . Since the mous e card 
c an detect if a key has been been pressed, the Apple / / can 
effec tively have an inte,.-r upt dri ven keyboa,.-d at last . (To those 
scept i cs who ,,";onder wh at all t h e fuss is about, I can only s ay 
t h at the best argument for a mouse is t.o LIse it for while!) 

The 'catch' with using a mouse on the App l e 1/ is that 
., ever-yon e knows ' thi'\t y ou c an' t imp I ement Li sa st yl e screen 
management on the II that takes full advantage of a mouse - a 
graphics package maybe, but text manipulation - never! The reason 
for this concl usion is that a l i ttle calculation quickly shows 
tha t in graph ics mode (the only way to implement the mi:{tLlre of 
g t""aphic i c ons and te:-:t) , it ta kes around -8 micr-osecond s 
(vi rtual mi cr- osecond!:;? ) to move each character- if you are 
;::;c !~ oJ.ling a page of te:<t at any r-easonable rate. Oh well, better 
buy a ' Ma c '! But wait, is there a ray of hope on the horizon ? All 
would be well if we cou l d USE' ' plain text' scrolling instead of 
qraphics. 
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The App le lie has two character sets. The first is almost 

i dentical to the ][+ char acter set~ the second has allowance for 
il)'1er-se l owercase character-so A ' fring e benefit ' of this alternate 
c h a r-aeter- set 1 s that t.her-e ar-e two sets of i nversl? uppercase 
1 etters - the s et f rom $40 to $5F is unused. Someone 1 n Appl e 
noticed this~ and one weekend later emerged with 'Mousete:<t' - a 
new char-aeter- set ROM (at th is stage for the lie onl y) inclLlding 
l. e ans as 'charac t er-s' . Apparently incll.lded in the ROM upgrade l-Jill 
be .c;, new s et of Monitor ROMs wi th support fo"- , MOLlsete;.:t ' , as well 
as some bug fi:~es. (Apple will be upgrading softwa.r-e mOre often 
nm~, since. th£::> y expect new software to rigi dl y follow published 
entr y points to Apple software ~ allowing 'behind t he scenes' 
c hanges to b e made. In fact~ with parts of ProDOS, Apple PROMISES 
to change the code!). The new 'characters' include icons for 
open-apple , clos;ed-apple~ the 'broken arrow' RETURN key on the lIe 
dnd the other arrow keys ~ as well as appro)< i mat i ans to the Li sa 
'window' i cons . 

The mouse and Mousete~: t are taken full advantage of by a 
new i ntegrated sof tware package from Apple called.'Apple Works' 
(available in June) . This package includes a spreadsheet~ word 
pr-ocessor- and database progr-am. (It will also be available on the 
1,'1 as '3 Easy Pieces') . The mouse comes packaged with 
' Mousepaint'~ an a daptation by Bill Budge o f ' Macpaint'. It is 
sligh tl y l ess powerful than Macpaint, but on the other hand it has 
c olor ! The price for the mouse packaged with Mousepaint s hou ld be 
$265 . 

Other sof t ware for the II includes ProDOS (more later- ), 
the Apple Workbench series (wh ich encompasses things such as the 
ProDDS equi vi~l ent of the DOS Tool ki t and a Pascal debLlgger) , 
Pascal 1.2 (wi th support for the I Ie wi th 128K and the Profi Ie) ~ 

Backup I I (for backing LIp thE' Profi le ), and Catalyst II <which 
,,:1_ 1101.'.1 5 protected programs to ' run on a hard disk). 

The old Apple III has been given a fac elift in the 
! !I plus~ which has a flew doubl e densit y hires mode and a nevi 
!;e y board, but is otherwi se most I y a si mpl if i ed set of internal s 
s uch as the lie recei ved. 

To leave some thing for ne:<t time~ I won't say much about 
F'n.:) DOS o ther- than to say it is the oper-ating system for the future 
-f o r the II. It is c u rren tly being shipped with new dri ve s (along 
wi th DOS 3.3) and should be generally available in the nex t few 
w£'ei::s (i -f we ~ r-e 1 uc:ky! ). The basi C Llser' s di sk and mant..lal shaul d 
be fairly cheap (by Apple s tandards) at around the cost of the 
ma nual itself . The Assembler Development Tools disk will n ot be 
available fat"- a fE.'w months , which is a pity as it contains some 
e :, c e l1ent programs. Before a n y body panics, I should mention that 
DOS 3.3 will be s upported for at least another 6 -7 years, although 
i t will probab l y stop being shipped with drives in 12 to 18 
months. 

I will finish for this month with the commen t that Apple 
have promised further announcemen t s during the coming months, so 
it cou ld prove to be the most interesting year in Appl e's 
h i story! 
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f:.lusom meetings for 198~ 
TIMES AND PLACES 

IHI ••• tings of RUSDM will be on the firwt S.aturd.ay of the Mont h. 

The M .. ting hall opans at 1.30 p... and the forMal Meeting COMMences at 2 
p.M. After the formal Meeting is inforaal discussions with othe r Apple owners 
and deMonstrations of Apple hardware and software. Meetings usually include a 
'quastion tiMe' when anyonR can ask a question about the Apple - answers wi ll 
either be given directly or the questioner referred to SOMeone who can help. 

MEETING DATES FOR 1984 

March 3rd April 7th J\;lay 5th Jun.e 2nd 

July 7th August 4th September 1st Oc tober 6th November 3rd 

December Is/ 
U 

"L" ~ICTORI~ ...... ,., 
COLLEGE " ... ' .. 

... _--- -_ . .. _-.,. 

MEETING PLACE 

All Meetings will be held at the BUrMood Regional COMMunity Education 
C.ntre (Building E on thll' aap). 
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